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Message from the Principal 

Hello Mariposa Families, 
  
 Can you believe we are already in October!  Even through Distance 
Learning, this school year is flying by! I hope this newsletter finds you and 
your loved ones well.  It is a strange time at Mariposa, uncharacteristically 
quiet without the students smiling faces coming through the office on a daily 
basis.  The entire staff sincerely misses hearing those great little voices and 
seeing our wonderful students every day.  The first few hours of my day are 
spent “dropping in” on various distance learning classes, which energizes and 
inspires me for the day.  Our teachers are working so hard and I am amazed by 
their resilience, perseverance, and professionalism on a daily basis.  My 
favorite part of the day is seeing our students and learning new things with 
them in their virtual classroom.  Did you know that Mrs. Comadena’s class has a 
class rock, named “Rocky” that helps the students on a daily basis with 
distance learning? 
         One of the biggest changes so far this school year, aside from virtually 
most everything, is that Mary, Lori and I have moved into our new office 
space, which is located where the Staff Lounge was. The purpose for this 
change was to create a “single entry” to Mariposa to enhance campus safety. 
We are slowly getting settled in and are excited to see how it all works once 
everyone is back on campus 100% of the time.  Currently, we have all office 
staff, campus monitors, some Para Professionals, our custodial staff and about 
half of our Certificated (teachers) staff working on campus with the 
remainder working from home.  I want to thank the Mariposa PTA for their 
help with misc. office “needs” including signage. 
         When you came up for the Grab and Go’s you may have noticed that the 
front of our school has changed a bit with the addition of new fencing and 
gates.  Again, the “single entry” model is to ensure the safety of our students 
is the number one priority on a daily basis.  When we come back on campus, 
entry will be different, but please know this change was made to insure the 
safety of students and staff. 
         In closing, I want to encourage you to take advantage of the various 
spirit days and other community building activities. Let’s post those photos to 
the Mariposa Elementary Yearbook Facebook Page and keep our spirits 
high!  We may be Distance Learning, but we will always be #Mariposastrong! 
  
Dustin Hackney 
Principal 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

October 7th: 3PM    

Virtual PTA Meeting 

 

October 9th: 1pm-2pm 

TK Grab and Go 

 

October 14th  2:15PM 

Virtual School Site 

Council Mtg. 

 

October 21st: 8:30AM 

Coffee with the Princi-

pal 

 

October 28th 2:15pm-

3pm Mrs. Young’s 

Grab and Go 

 

October 30th: Spirit 

dress up day; 1pm-

2pm TK Grab and Go 

 

November 6th: End of 

First Trimester, A.R. 

Deadline; wear you 

spirit shirt! 

 

November 11th: Veter-

an’s Day, no school for 

students or staff 

 

November 12th: Re-

port card prep day no 

school for students 

 

November 16th-20th: 

Virtual Parent Teacher 

Conference Week 

 

November 23-27th: 

Fall Break 

Mariposa Elementary 

30800 Palo Alto Drive 

Redlands, CA 92373 

Principal, Dustin Hackney 

Office Manager, Mary Ambriz 

School Clerk, Lori Holley 

PTA President,  
Brianna Flanigan 

Our new offices! 
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Just like that, we have finished the first month and a half of the school year.  While my kids are missing being in 
school and I am missing them being with their actual teachers and friends, we are trying to find the silver lining 
in having them home during this time and taking advantage of being able to do things we wouldn’t normally be 
able to do.  Hopefully your family is enjoying this time together as much as possible.   

 
 Normally by this Butterfly Facts I would have a list of events that have recently finished or are coming up.  Unfortunately, 
given the times there isn’t a long list of events.  However, there are many PTA parents working behind the scenes and being very 
creative in coming up with fun things for our teachers and students.  Please make sure you are plugging into our Mariposa 
Yearbook Facebook Page, looking at Peach Jar, and listening to the Mariposa all-calls, as these are a few of the main ways we will 
be communicating with you on any upcoming news or events. 
 
 I’d like to say a huge thank you to Katy Witham!  Katy is working closely with Mrs. Mary to get spirit shirts for students, 
teachers, and families.  As with everything this year, our Spirit shirt order will look different than in the past.  I am actually very 
excited for this new way of ordering our spirit wear, as it is  an online store front that you are able to order from and have 
shipped directly to you.  Keeping our Mariposa pride alive is so important while we are all separated by computer screens.  We 
will be encouraging students to wear their spirit shirts or anything blue on Fridays, so that we can keep our Friday spirit day 
tradition going strong.   This store front is going on now, make sure you check it out to see all the new options you will have to 
choose from.   
 
 Hopefully you have seen the information for ordering your child’s Mariposa Yearbook.  This year will take much more 
creativity in filling the pages of our yearbook and I am so extremely thankful to Alecia Miller & Danielle Wicks for agreeing to 
take on such a huge task.  Now more than ever posting pictures to the Mariposa Yearbook Facebook page is going to be so very 
important.  If you don’t have a Facebook page but would like to send pictures please email them to 
mariposayearbook@hotmail.com or alecia@aeolon.com.  
 
 Denise Cardella & Steffani Fisher have agreed to help with a FUN family night fundraiser.  It is still in the early stages 
but as soon as we have a date and more information we will let you know.  Think pizza and painting with your family from the 
convenience of your home.  I also want to say thank you to Jen Moore as she has been creatively thinking of and offering ideas to 
do fun things for our students.  Stay tuned for a drive through ice cream social for our Mariposa Monarchs.   
 
 Last but certainly not least, THANK YOU to all of our Teachers & Staff.  We are so extremely thankful for all you are 
doing to make this difficult time as easy and smooth as possible for our kids!  The love, care, thoughtfulness, understanding and 
hard work you display has not gone unnoticed.  We are so thankful for you!!   
 
 Our next PTA meeting will be a virtual Zoom meeting on October 7th at 3 pm. These meetings are great ways to hear 
about what is going on with our Mariposa community, especially when we can’t see each other or be on campus.  Not only will 
you get information on what the PTA is doing behind the scenes but Mr. Hackney will be there to give a school update of what 
administration and/or teachers are working on.  In addition, this past meeting we had a few teachers join us and offer their 
support and insight.  I can’t stress it enough when I say we can use all the help we can get, even if it’s just to give some new and 
creative ideas of how we can make this year amazing. 
 

Briana 
Briana Flanigan 

brianaflanigan7@gmail.com 

909 528-7227 

Message from the PTA President 

MARIPOSA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

mailto:mariposayearbook@hotmail.com
mailto:alecia@aeolon.com
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1:   If you could change one thing about the climate and culture 

of our school, what would it be? 

2: Have you or other students teased or bullied another student 

in your school? 

3: Do you think that immigrant students feel welcome? Do they 

actively participate in all school activities? 

4: Have you ever heard someone say something mean about 

someone else’s religion? 

5: Have you ever heard or used the phrase “that’s so gay”? 

6: Have you been or heard other kids be teased about being overweight? 

7: Have you, or others, been bullied about being dumb or not as smart? 

8: Have you, or others, been teased for how much money your family has? 

9: Where do you see bullying or cruelty taking place? 

10: “I feel safe at Mariposa.” Is that statement true for you? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital citizenship refers to the responsible use of technology by anyone who uses computers, 

the Internet, and digital devices to engage with society on any level.  A digital citizen is a person 

using information technology in order to engage in society, politics, and government. As defined 

by Karen Mossberger, one of the authors of Digital Citizenship: The Internet, Society, and Partici-

pation, digital citizens are "those who use the internet regularly and effectively."  

 

Resources for Grades TK-2nd 

Resources for Grades 3-6th 

Resources for Grades 7-12 

 

Questions To Spark A Conversation 

https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/parenttoolkit/parent-resources/digital-citizenship/tk-2-digital-citizenship?authuser=0C:/Users/ambrizma/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/parenttoolkit/parent-resources/digital-citizenship/3-6-digital-citizenship?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/parenttoolkit/parent-resources/digital-citizenship/7-12-digital-citizenship?authuser=0C:/Users/ambrizma/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
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                 “When you keep CRITICIZING your kids, they don’t stop loving you.  

                                     They stop loving themselves.” 

 

How to Encourage Your Child to Feel Important- 

 It’s imperative for a child’s healthy development that they feel important and worthy. Healthy self

-esteem is a child’s armor against the challenges of the world. Kids who feel good about themselves seem 

to have an easier time handling conflicts and resisting negative pressures. They tend to smile more and 

enjoy life. These kids are realistic and generally optimistic. It’s also been shown that children who feel im-

portant are well-rounded, respectful, and excel in academics, extracurricular activities, and hobbies, and 

develop healthy relationships with their peers. 

 In contrast, for children who do not feel important or cherished, challenges can become sources 

of major anxiety and frustration. Children who think poorly of themselves have a heard time solving prob-

lems and may become passive, withdrawn, and depressed. 

Helpful Hints on Praising Your Child- 

Remember that you, the parent, are the biggest influence in terms of your child feeling important, 

valued, and worthy. Praise the good traits they naturally possess and help them find ways to 

learn from their mistakes and failures. Make time for them, listen to them, and tell them you love 

them. 

Praise Honestly and Specifically. Children see through dishonesty. If you tell them they played a 

great game, when they didn’t, they will discount your words. Overly general encouragement may 

be perceived as insincere because the more general the praise, the less likely it is consistent with 

the existing facts. Avoid overpraising. This leads to entitlement and narcissism. 

Praise Children’s Efforts and the Process More Than Their Achievement and Ability. This will help 

children to focus more on the journey, to try hard and do their best. Effort is a quality that we all 

have the power to control and improve. Praise qualities such as strategies, thoughtfulness, con-

centration, self- corrections etc. 

Use Encouraging Words in Times of Struggle. Children will inevitably face times of struggle. A 

parent’s positive point of view will help the child see beyond the struggle and on to the character- 

building lesson. Some encouraging words include; “It’s about how much you’ve learned, not how 

much you’ve won,” “Keep doing the right thing and the truth will surface in the end,” “You’ve got 

this, keep pressing on,” “You will get through this, don’t give up.” 

Jackie Land, Mariposa School Councelor 

jackie_land@redlands.k12.ca.us 
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ORDER YOUR MARIPOSA SPIRIT WEAR TODAY! 

We are excited to let you know that you can order Mariposa Spirit Wear on line and have it          

delivered to your home! Orders will be accepted through October 21st and shipped directly to your 

door once complete. There are lots of fun options– we show only a few. 

Go to the Pop Up Store and see them all! 

Click on this link to go to the Mariposa Spirit Wear Pop Up Store! 

https://design-koalats.com/mariposamon/shop/home  

 

 

 

Youth $12 

Youth $22 

Mariposa “Bling” 

$20 

Youth $15 
Adult $15 

Mask $10 

Spirit Fridays Are Coming Back! 
Beginning Friday, November 6th wear your Mariposa Spirit Wear to your D.L. 

class and show your Mariposa Pride. 

 

Teachers will take a count and which ever class (Primary and Intermediate) has 
the most Mariposa Pride Shirts will get a special prize from PTA. 

Youth $12 

https://design-koalats.com/mariposamon/shop/home
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdesign-koalats.com%2fmariposamon%2fshop%2fhome&c=E,1,vg3Jozw-ftZYX-a25x4705JVAoLXiLKdqc8oib12vjyJeUorfWlxIEZD9_OfboIoaIN1iQJjqdgRUfBlkz5DBqLe2ZtFnydIjs28pecENBYdUyNzpJuVNA,,&typo=1
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If you are looking for some great ideas on self care, parenting ideas and just general good content, please 

check out the RUSD Wellness Center at  

https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter 

 

You can also click on the links below to get great ideas, wonderful relaxing resources and more. Check it 

out! 

 Hotlines and textlines 

 Mindfullness 

 Sounds and Music 

 Visual Relaxation 

 Guided Meditations 

 Live Animal Cameras 

 Virtual Tours 

 Exercise 

 Yoga 

 Puzzles and Games 

 Coloring and Creativity 

 Smartphone Apps 

 

 

“We are sailing into uncharted seas that no one could have imagined or prepared 
for. Redlands Unified School District wants you to know that your feelings and 

experiences are valid, no matter what.” 

https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter/hotlines-textlines?authuser=0C:/Users/ambrizma/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter/mindfulness?authuser=0C:/Users/ambrizma/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter/sounds-and-music?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter/visual-relaxation?authuser=0C:/Users/ambrizma/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter/guided-meditations?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter/live-animal-cameras?authuser=0C:/Users/ambrizma/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter/tours?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter/exercise?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter/yoga?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter/puzzles-games?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter/coloring-and-creativity?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/redlandsschools.net/redlandswellnesscenter/smartphone-apps?authuser=0
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How to Celebrate Halloween in 2020 During COVID-19 

 
“Halloween is outdoors with masks, right? It might be the most normal thing we do all year. Here are twenty things 

you can do to make Halloween special no matter what! (from https://indywithkids.com/ideas-covid-halloween-
celebration/ ) 

Decorate Your House in a Big Way 

Channel your Christmas decorating spirit and celebrate Halloween with pumpkins and lights and other spooky 
sights. Pick up black, orange, and white lights. Cut out black cats and witches hats from construction paper and find 
some pumpkins for the porch.  
 
Spooky Movie Marathon 

Toss some candy corn in your popcorn and get ready for spooky stories! Anything from “It’s the Great Pumpkin 
Charlie Brown” to “Halloween,” you’re the best judge on the level of terror your family can handle.  

Monster Mash Halloween Dance Party 

Shake your “boo thang” at a Halloween themed zoom dance party. Learn the dance moves from Micheal Jackson’s 
“Thriller” or download a spooky playlist to hear some new tunes. Everyon joins in and costumes are a must of 
course! 
 
You’ve Been Boo’d 

Spread some anonymous Halloween cheer with this random act of kindness. Drop a pumpkin spiced treat or some-
thing that’s cinnamon and sweet at your neighbor’s front door.  
 
Weird Science 

Be your own mad scientist, with potions galore! Use kitchen staples and household items to mix up some slime or 
pumpkin playdough. Try combining vinegar and baking soda inside a jack-o-lantern for a fun explosion 
 
Halloween Hunt 

Follow the clues for a treasure hunt or scour the scene for items featured in a photo scavenger hunt. Walk or drive, 
make it a competition or work together as a family. You can even bring other neighbors in to the hunt. Whatever 
you do, don’t forget prizes for the winners!  
 
Ghoulish Goodies  

Whip up some homemade Halloween treats that are sure to put a spell on you! Find a recipe for Feet-loaf 
(meatloaf) or Eye-Ball Pasta made with sliced mozzarella, Spider Pizza or the classic Mummy Dog. You might even 

try your hand at decorating a gingerbread house styled as a haunted house! The possibilities are endless 
and sure to delight your bellies. Celebrate all day with savory dishes, sweet treats and a witches brew with a spooky 
look. Let your imagination run wild; experiment with cute, creepy, scary, and downright disgusting eats.  
 
Drive-by Trick-or-Treating 

Coordinate with your neighborhood and have folks drive by like the Covid-19 Birthday parades. Gently throw candy 
at costumed kids in their yards, like your car is a parade float. This reverse trick-or-treating is a win-win. It keeps the 
more vulnerable generation and high risk people from getting too close while still allowing them to enjoy seeing 
everyone in their costumes, and the kids can still collect ALL THE CANDY!  

Continued on next page 

https://indywithkids.com/ideas-covid-halloween-celebration/
https://indywithkids.com/ideas-covid-halloween-celebration/
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How to Celebrate Halloween in 2020 During COVID-19 
 (con’t) 

 
 
Neighborhood Spook Fest 

Coordinate with neighbors and have fire pits, s’mores, and maybe even a scary movie set up via projector. Neigh-
bors can arrange themselves a safe distance from each other, take turns at the campfire telling spooky stories, or 
enjoy a horror (or not) flick on a home projection set up. This would be great for a cul-de-sac to coordinate.  
 
Stay in your Bubble 

If your county is not on “stay-at-home” orders for Halloween, plan a spooky party with those in your bubble…
include immediate family or close friends that you have socially engaged with during the lightened restrictions. 
Keep the shindig to a minimum number of invitees and hold off inviting everyone in your address book.  
 
Socially Distant Trunk or Treat 

Plan on visiting lots of TRUNK OR TREAT events. While a lot of churches and community centers host these events 
every year, most are open and welcoming to the public.. Have the trunkers pass out the candy so kids don’t grab 
from the bowl. Try setting up a neighborhood Trunk or Treat. Kids can walk the block and homeowners can set up 
trunk displays in the driveway passing  
 
Go Global 

No need to stick to the traditional Americanized Halloween, instead, branch out and celebrate like children in other 
countries. Discover the importance of Día de Muertos in Mexico or indulge in the Chinese day of Yu Lan. Many 
countries around the world have celebrations on October 31st and you can broaden your horizons and celebrate 
with them. Learn how to cook or bake traditional foods, make crafts and learn about other cultures.  
 
Halloween Pumpkin Patch 

Traditional pumpkin patches may still be open for fresh pumpkin picking and some may even have their fall festi-
vals. The pumpkin patch places we love are running at a smaller capacity and require reservation, so be sure to plan 
ahead.  
 
Drive-Thru Experiences 

Drive thru, contact-free Halloween options are popping up around the country and everyone is flocking to them. 
Seek out “haunted roads” or “drive thru haunted houses.” Remember all the light and music displays you can drive 
through at Christmas? There are Halloween versions, too! Drive-in theaters are playing old Halloween movies and 
drive thru trick-or-treat spots are popping in parking lots. Watch local activities calendars in your area and see if 
these are options.  
 
 

https://indywithkids.com/outdoor-movies/
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Yearbooks are on-sale now!  

Purchase before October 31st to receive 5% off! 

To purchase go to Treering.com/validate 

Enter Mariposa’s passcode 1014949609562781 

----------------------- 

We want your pictures in the yearbook! 

Please post your pics to the Mariposa Facebook Group www.facebook.com/groups/

mariposayearbook or 

email them to mariposayearbook@hotmail.com 

----------------------- 

5th Grade Parents  

Buy your dedication for your 5th grader now!  

When you login to your Treering account you will see an option, Celebrate Your Student. 

Click buy Yearbook Ad and this will allow you to create your dedication. Dedications cost 

$20 and will be printed in every yearbook.  

You customize it to make it look the way you want! 

Oct. 2nd is Custodial  

Workers Appreciation Day! 

Oct. 2nd is the day we want 
to show appreciation for our 
custodial staff who are 
dedicated to keeping our 
school clean and running 
smoothly.  They have taken 
on so much with the Pan-
demic and we appreciate 
them! Let’s take a minute to 
give Willie and Jeremy a 
BIG THANK YOU for all 
they do to keep our school 
safe and sparkling! 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

                   Feb. 4th: 1PM 
March 11th 1PM 
April 1st: 1PM 
May 21st: 1PM 

Oct. 7th 3:15PM (virtual) 
Nov. 5th  5PM (virtual) 
Jan. 14th 3PM (virtual) 

 

  Social and Emotional Learning 
 

       What is it and does it really make a difference?   

Grab a cup of coffee and join us on October 21st at 8:30AM for  

Coffee with the Principal,  
where Mariposa Counselor Mrs. Land will explain the importance of SEL, how we are addressing it at 

Mariposa, and ways to implement it at home. 
 

The zoom log in is 876 4760 2066 and the password is 673705  

or just  Click on this link: 

https://redlands-k12.zoom.us/j/87647602066?pwd=c2VIbGlORW0vVXg4cW10TFdqOW1NUT09 

           We hope you can join us. 

https://redlands-k12.zoom.us/j/87647602066?pwd=c2VIbGlORW0vVXg4cW10TFdqOW1NUT09
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

 

 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 

3PM:  

Virtual PTA 

meeting 

8 9 

 

1PM-2PM: Tran-

sitional Kinder 

Grab and Go 

10 

11 12 13 14 

 

 

2:15PM: Virtual 

School Site 

Council mtg.  

15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 

8:30am Virtual 

Coffee with the 

Principal 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 

2:15PM Mrs. 

Young’s Grab 

and Go 

2:15PM: Virtual 

School Safety 

Committee Mtg.  

29 30 

Spirit Dress Up 

Day– wear your 

Halloween Cos-

tume! 

1PM-2PM: TK 

Grab and Go 

31 

 

OCTOBER 



MARIPOSA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

 

NOVEMBER 

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 

 

 

2:15PM: Safety 

Committee Mtg.  

4 5 6 

End of 1st   

Trimester 

3PM A.R. 

deadline 

 

Wear your 

Spirit T shirt 

7 

8 9 10 11 

Veterans Day 

Holiday 

12 

No school for 

students 

13 

 

Wear your 

Spirit T shirt 

14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

 

Wear your 

Spirit T shirt 

21 

22 23 24 25 26 

Thanksgiving 

27 28 

29 30      

FALL BREAK 


